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The Ethnic Cultures of Alnerlc

What is an Ethnic Geoup?

Ethareny, as outlined by the Thnvard Foesclopedia of Aerican Fihnic Gieoups s an nimensely
complex phenomenon Al ot the groups eated in o calendin are chatacterized Wy some of the tollow g
teatures, although i coibsnations that iy consade tahlv These featmes nuy be: i) Common geograph
o (b sace s to) bnguage or dialect, G eehigrons fath on faiths' 1e) shaced traditions, s alues o S
bols: () lersnre, todklere or mnsic, 1) an itemal sense of distinetiveness: (hi an extemal nereepti of
distinetiveness

The degree to which these featmes chatacienze any gronp vanes considerably jwath the size and
specthic hestory of the group, espeonliy the length of tme it has beenm the Pited *ﬂ.ncs Fthene groups
persst oner Jong petioeds bt thes sdso change, merge, amnd dissobve

Ethnic Identification

Fihmcadentificaton esen when ethine heotage s anmived o tully understood | soamatter of
nedivaduat choree s etified ona commmin trom passive acqueiescence o active parncigation, trom denal
bl oty fo passionate comutment The thead and siuational nature ol ething ity makes pree se
estites of the pumber ol “cthmc” Amencans impossable \

Lhe ethine ongans of the Amencan people are iscredibly diserse and new elemants ot de sy are
constantly berge adided Phe capacis of the United Sttes to absorth o many ditterent peoples @ ad to forge
huvhog ties amang thenm e no less maredible The comples imterplay betsw een assimilation asnd pldaraism s
tme ob the central themes ci Ametican Histors aml o swall continue 1o be wo long into dhe fume 101
estimated that there are at fzast 10O cthie groups in the Uanted States (Naturally it is impossib o foros i
shosw pretures of each of these gronpsin our calendiar but we hope that we relate o voar a representanve
samphag of many of then

here s a powertul cohesive force that makes the United States a0 nation of nanons.” that sestines
Tuster t the motto on the seal of the Uted Stes 1 Plunbus Unim: e 1792, when the motto was
adopted, it refered o the umon forged from thinteen separate colimies, subsequentls it has comve
stgeest the tes that bind the renarkable areay of divesse peoples who hase settled ht'l s Phadig Cleason in
his ecay on Ametican idenny stated: ’

an nanonstity does

AN Ametican matiorality does i act et Lo attinm the evistence ol Ameri
not e that all Amenicans we exvactiv ahike o must become unitorm in onder (o be eal Amen
cans e simply means that a genuine national commumty does exise and that i hes is own distine
ave ponciple of anity, its own history, and its own anntoprste sense of helae e ’

ceeee g iienst A lendend uﬁs to ancderseore
Ameneamse and national untiy were m'qnu\u'ls remtorced by the entry of the Enited Setes in World Wi
1 Ina country of sometimes osers helnung diversity, here iy one thing most Amegicaiy s ¢ in cemmon:
alew genctatons ago, then tanndies bivod somewhicre ¢lse.

Religion and Ethnicity

The minghing of religion withy ethiecits s been commeon particubindy in backgroumds wath o histeorny
of soctal competinion and conthor wath others People such as Trish Catholies, the Jews, the French Canady
ans. the Poles, the Amish and the Armemans and Greeks sue ethno religious groops, The Halian gosta tor a
patron saint, the Jew s Bar Matzvab, the dosh wiake, the Mcthodist Chutch supper, the shusic of black
gospel, and Peyatisin of Amicrican lndians are onlyv a few of the better known examples of eligion with a
specitically ethoie cast. The principle of Religious Freedon i this conntry is one of the pechievements of
American Civilization,




