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OLD G E N E R A T I ON0 F A N

WHERE HAVE A1.1. TilE 1:1..}\\'t:K (.IIII.!)KEN (;l)NE.1' .1111::'.'va: t\1.I. (;l)NE GKAY. IT

~Et:M~-ANJ) TII~Y.K~ I'l)I.'ia:!) Tl) rK/\N.'iI:()KM l)t'R VEKY (.()N(.EI'T l)F T~IE SENIOR

CITIZEN. TIII~ AlITIIOR AK(~lIES. A.'i TilE "1\"Y "l)l)M "~(;l.:r.'j i\N A(;IN(~ AMERICA

M'Y MORNING NEWSPAP~~I\ l'I\IN(jS MI! A (;UI~I()US 81T ()P (;UI...rURAL NEWS.

1l1C nc[Worb havl: rLI11 th4:ir .11I1LI..I SW~4:pS, tl14: vi~wl:r ratings tl1at 1.1~t~m1inc advl:rtisil1g n:v-

I:I1LIC ill thc SCJ:i()11 «) 1,'I)111~. ( .RS sl.'()rl:ll hi~h~:it, hilt CRS is 1.'()I1~il.l~r\:ll thl: I()scr. 'l11c wil1l1crs

;~ ~~ "I B(' al1J p()X. 'n1at'~ hc(.alls~ tl11:y hav~ d()I11: t\l~ 1)1.:~t j()l> ()f ;lttl'.l~tiI1g tl1~ 1 H.t()-49 ;lg~

gr( "!!1, \,.hi~u ~~ .J, \..1\",1 .111.: 1IIl):ir V;}hl;lhl~ hy 1111: .1,lv~rtisiJig \.(I1~':mlill;t'y, , a.. \)f..;11g .() r".:

pal}Cr. WhJt pr()grJI118 lll~W f()lIth t() NR(; ;ll1l1 ...()xi lul11.()t:thc-ll1l11 ~ir.:,)lil~ ~J..J r.!t~;il.:l. 1"()

I.'l:dllrJI£. S() Wl1.lt ll()1::; "y()lIl1gl:r" m~.lll il1 this 1.'()l1tcxti Pr<)grJm~ thJt ti:Jrurl: m(Jr\: actiUll al1d

less plot, m~r~ scx Jl1l.llcss Jiall)gll4:) m()rc g()r4: al1d I~ss th()lIght.

It was more thal1 30 ycars ag() th"t the Amcrical1 markctplacc tirst w()kl: IIp t() thc ..youl1g

Jcm()gr"phi~." 1"c ()h~trl:.X:mll~ I:hiJllr~ll ()f th4: baby l>tx)m, wh() ~cl:ml:J thCll t() havc dis-

covcrl:d t\1C ~cl:rl:t ()f I:tl:mal y()Lltl1) Jrl: IU)W wcll il1t() thl:ir ()WI1 trUlIbll:J JI1J l:ompmmiscJ

midlite. Yct Jl.lvl:rti£l:r~ JI1J thl: ml:l.liJ-J£ wl:lI JS .")()litjcial1~ illlJ 1)()licymilkl:rs-«)ntinuc to l>c

ubsc~sl:J with y()llt\\ JI\J arl: ~I:Cmill~ly ()blivi()LIS t() t\11: 111:l:ll:; JI1J viL:w~ ()f ()IJl:r Aml:ril:al1~.

As (>1\C aging aJvertisil1g c()pywritcr lamcnteJ in a New York 1ulles Magazitle spt:cjal i~~uc (m

..thc agc b<x.)m": ..t() Jdvl:rti~crs) y()Llt\1 is cxcjtl:ml:l1t J)lll pi:t.a:t.'L. ...It JII g()1:S back t() ()nl: ()f

CIVILIZATIUN 91



mosc unwrittcn rulcs ofmarkctil1g: Dol1't targct consumcrs who arc bc (If C()lIsidcrablc intcrcst to mosc markctcrs whoso cag~rly court

50 and ovcr because they'~ beyond ~ach," a yullthful audience, The quarter of the American population that

In The Conquest of C.?0I, his ~cent book {)n "bll,~illess culrure, will be over 50 year5 old at the turn of the 215t century has an annu-

collnter cultu~, and the ,.i.~e of hip C{III~llmcrisn".. In{Il',:1~ Fr:l!lk :l11'Cr,~ml:l1 i!lron1e :lpproaching a trillirn1 d{)I1:lr~,lnc~c oidcr An,cr-

arglles that the prc()CcUp;1.ti{11I with youth th:lt cn1crgcd i!l thc '60~ ica!l!l c(lIltnli Illlly half of the COU!ltry'~ dislxl5able i!lcome, 75 percellt

will be with u~ fo~ver. "Y{)uth must alw:lY5 wi!l," he writes, "..11C (If it5 li!la!lci:ll as,~ct5 (worth mon: than $8 trilliu!I ) and 80 pcrcent

new naturally replaccs tht: old, "' We will havc !lC\V gc!lcr:lti(,II~ of (If its savi!lgs and loan account5,

youth ~belli{)!I a5 certail1iy a~ \Ye will h:lvc !lCW gc!lcratillll.~ I)fmlll.. With:l 1{lllg lire cxpccta!ll.y al,c:lll (If it, thc 1)()(lnll:r gl:!lcr:lti{111
f1er~ or t{)l)thpa~tc or fi)()twcar, " If Fra!lk i~ right, thcn corl'1(lr:ltl: will gct richcr a,~ it get~ oldcr. n{)(lmc~ \vill i!lhcrit ~ome S 10.7 tril-

America a!ld it5 media an: at war with thc Unitcll St:ltC5 (:Cn,~IIS li(!I' fmm thcir l)arent5, Thc S()Ci:\1 Sccurity Allmini5trati(!I' c5ti-

Bu~au, So a~ politicians who fail to take heell (If the clc.lcrly, All arc n,atc5 that, thanks to pcrsonal saving~, Mcdica~, home owncrship

living in ignorancc of th, ccntral dcmographic fact of the 215t cen- and tax break.~, Amcrican5 ovcr 65 ycars of agc now have thc largest

tury: The young are a van;5hing b~cd. Thc fut\l~ lie.~ \vith thc old. anlount of discrctionary inconlc in thc nation-mo~ than twicc as

much a5 thosc betWeen 25 and 34. A\"{lng postmcnopausal wom~n

rnOUGH THE YOUNG MAY REMAIN A MARKET, THEY ~ione, wc havc what colun,!list Elle!l Goodman call5 "a markctecr's

a~ fatcd to dwi!ldlc 5teadily in!lUnll'ICr5 a!ld pllrch:l!li!lg 1'1(I\Vcr. ..nc llrcan,"-50 millio!l alcrt, ~)()K-l)uy"lg, Cli~turc-co!lsumi!lg fcmalc~,

United States began gro.'"ing collectively oldcr a~ carly a.' 1800. rn many of them the tir~t bencticiarics o[hormonc replacement thcra-

-nloma~ JetTersrn'.~ time, half the whitc J'I<'plll:ltio!l \vas l'Clow 16 py that will kccp thcn1 alivc :t!llf active, a!lll l'ICrhap!l evc!I car!lillg,

years of age, an age-to-yUlIth ratio th:\t thc c(llllltry wa~ !lcvcr t(1 scc dccp illto thcir 5c!lior year~, llcrc will always bc a yollth markct,"

again. Throughout the 19th century, d(:.~pitc the den1ographic lips obscrves Cheryl R\lssell, a co!ltributi!lg editor at American De,M-

and downs of waves of immigrati{)n trrnphics, "but it W{I!I't always be power-

and killcr cpidemic.~, life expectallcy f\ll rcl:ltivc to othcr n1:1rkets. 1!1 the

grew lunger and the society gre\v future, American busincss ha~ got to

steadilyolder. By the J9.1IJs, national OLDER Ic~..!I to love the mlddle-aged,"

c<)nferel1ce.' were being held t{1 explorc

solutluns to the problem.. [II).'cd by I A 1)HMUURA1'HIC CHANOH 'l'HIS
rapidly growing scnior population. .dramatic cannot help but be linkcd to

Today, Americans over 50 make up the AMERI CANS largcrp?lit~cal chan,gcs in the c:>~ng, As

fastest-growing segmcnt of socicty. our SOCICty s financIal and polItIcal ccn-

The g~at exception to thc long- INCREASINGlY OVERSHADO\V THE tcrofgravityshiftsstcadilytowardagc,

tcrm aging of Amcrica was the ~pro- YOUNG -AND NOT JUST IN SHEER tho.. values ,that take hold among older

ductive outburst that ook place NUMBERS: T.IE QUARTER OF THE A,..~cr~cans ~comc cvcr mo~ cons~-

betwccn 1946 and 196'. Through. ql';:ntlal. Semors are not only the pn-
those ycars, Amcrican birt,.s ballooncd rol'ulA TION THA T I.~ OVER 50 m.c:-y propcrty-owncr5 in Amcrica; they

to an avcrage rate of 3.7 r:hild~n pcr YEAR~ OlD C()NTROI~~ r:ul.l Y HAI.F aJ'l also the country's most comcicntious

family, very ncarly a third-world pace T.IE NATION..~ INCOME ANI) 7" votrs. Winning their allegiance will be
of - productl .OI '- blIt w i'tl ' Inal ' y n ' ( In: thc gn:at clectoral JJrizc of thc comill g..., .., ' , , I'ER('ENT 01: IT.'\ l:fNAN('IAI. A.~.~ETS .,
of the bablcs survIVIng. LC5S than a -centur:Y. In the bIdding for thar vote,

decade later) as if in a fit of exhaus- conservatives may have gotten off to a

tion, tot:ll fcrtility among Amcrican bad start by seeking to portray thc

womcn droppcd off) ~ac"ing a ~cord-Iow'average {)f 1.7 birth5 per prcscnt ge!lcratirn1 of retired Amcricans I1S a gang of grcedy gcezcrs.

family by 1976-wcll bel..jw thc r:lte nccdcd to rcplace the pop\lla- Indced, the aging of the t.oomers puts the full fo~cc of demo-

tion. Since then, as in most indu5tri:llizcd socicti(:.~, the birth ratc ha5 graphic dc5tiny behind thc sort of wclfarc-state spcndlng that con-

continued it5 downward :.Iidc, That our over:lll rate of p<)plll:lti{ln ~erv:ltivc~ loathc. Ifbig government programs likc Social Security a~

growth has hove~d arout.d the replacemc!lt !I\ln1l'ICr is i!lcrc:lsi!lgly \V hat right-\vi!lg idcologtlC.~ mcln by :'liberalis~," thcn scnior ~cr-

a conscqucncc of immigr..tion, icans, whe~vcr thcy stand on Jther ISSUes, might be called cx>sten-

E~rywhc:le,jr. :ndl:Stria!;..c:cl ~~;.:\::c:~, .;li.Jt'!<..' ar~ n1arr}l:.16I:1tcr ti:tllil'Cral~ -n1ev love i'l d",ily r,ef"..' of~"e ~-~uritj. ..h~t only 'i'"bl!..lv

(if they marry at 311), waiting 1~,.!1gei tp ;..av\' ~, and thcn hav- flm&lw;d C1ltitlcment pnlgrams an make possible.

ing fe\ver of thcm. As CV( I population-bomb al:lrmists now admit, Studies of votIng behavior show that $eniot voters have; no p.(.-

dcclining proc~ation is inextricably connected \vith \V hat the mod- dictablc politic:ll orientatio,n on anything-exccpt obvi~s th~ats to

cm world calls prog~5~. Womcn, (:.~pcci:llly, cxpcric!lcc childlc55!1es~ cntitlement~, A5 conscrvatlvc a~ they may be on ma~y ISSU.es, eldcrs

or late pa~nthood as liberating; it allow5 men, to spend n,orc {)f tlleir arc ti,e anchor of the wclfa~ state, and that anchor IS gettIng hc:lv-

lives exploring ca~ers, traveling, Icaming, America'~ baby boomer~ ier \vith c:lch p:l5Si!lg year. This inexorablc. tren? a~counts. for thc

memselves established thi~ pattem ofrepruductioll. In the milf-'705, \'ICcllliar \Irge!lcy of the campaigns to slash or pnvatlzc entitlement

when the women's liberation m{Jvcment wa~ :It it~ fI<,":\k, the n\ln1- l)rt,gran1s slidl as Mec.lican: :l11d S()Cial Security. For exan,plc, me Paul

ber of childless womcn in ti,eir twenties doublcd; in thc next dec:ldc, L~()nga~ ()mjcct, a branch of th(' fiscally conscrvative Concord Coali-

births triplcd for women betwecn thc agcs of 30 and 35. M{)st of tion, has bcen holding public forums on "generational responsibili-

these older mothers workcd and had fcwcr b:lbie5, oftcn OIlly onc, ty" :lnc.l al1no\lncing il1 it5 literatU~ ti,at "befo~ the baby boom

But it is not just in shccr numbc~ th:lt oldcr Americ:ln~ incn:as- bcC(m,C5 the 5enior boom, our political leaders have a window of

ingly ovcrshadow thc young. -n,eir 5ha~ of the nati{)nal \vc:llth va~t- orl)()rtUnity" to refom, cntitlements policy The project belicves iliat

Iy excccds that of thcir childrcn and grandchildren-a fact that might c!ltitlcmcnt~ .'vill ..~{)(!11 c()n~un,e all federal ~venlles,"
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That sounds alarming, but how "s()()n" is this g()illg to happc:n? cccllt:d tht: pnltt:st movt:mcnt. Rut"in timc, adults grow still older

If we wcn: to llo l1()thing to n:!;tructlln: Social Security bctween anll ;1t last rt:tirc: into a conllition not tlnlikc the frcedom of a cam-

now and 2032, the system would still be able to pay 75 IX"rcent of pus. Maggit: Kllhn, foundcr of thc G.ay Panthers, recognizcd that

what it owes. Ev~n tak~n at th~ extn:m~, w~ don't hav~ a v~ry con- fact in thc '605. "11l~ old," sh~ obscrvcd, "having th~ bencfit of lifc
vincing emcrg~ncy. But of course wc will not just sit and do "noth- exl)Cricncc, the time to gct things don~, and thc Icast to josc by

ing" about Social Security. As th~ Social Security Administration has stickil1g thcir necks out, w~r~ in a p~rf~ct position to scrvc as advo-
made clear, a series of mod~st, gradual adjustmcnts in ftmlting and cates tor thc largcr public good." It was a mistak~ to writc off col-

covcragc-nonc of which rcquire privatization-will kccp thc pm- Icgc st\ldcnts of the '605 as convcntional mcmbe($ of d1c middle class;
gram solvcnt for thc ncxt ccnnlry. it might be just as f(K)lish to assumc thatthc n~xtscnior gcncration

Othcr focs of cntitlcments havc press~d thcir critiqllc to an cvcn will simply fadc into political oblivicfl in th~ samc way cldc($ did
more menacing extreme. Pete Petc:rs()I1, head of thc u)ncorll Coali- whcn thcy wert: ti:w in I1llml)Cr and thc word "old" was invariably

tion, warns that Medicarc will soon have to invokc the "R" word: linkcd to the word "poor." uRctircmcnt," as Kuhn also observed, "is

rationing, He may believe, as he purp«)rts to, that he is defcnding the like being rich. Nob«Jdy can fire you,"
intercsts of "our children"-but it will be instructive to see how Recently in California, as a sort of nostalgic lark, several '60s rad-
many of those childrcn will provc willing t() pinch pcnllit:s whcl1 a icals appropriated the initials of St\ldents for a Democratic Society
for-profit managed-carc administrator informs them that it will cost for a ncw s(x:ial grollp: Scnior I)ope Smoke($. In their own light-
the HMO too much to kccp thcir ailing parents alive. hcartcd way, thcsc SDS gatherings commcmoratc a spccial pcriod in

Amcrican history whcn listcnialg to protcst ballads, rcading poetry,

makia,g iovc not war, and enjoying a joint in the community of
tricnlts wcre n\orc vahltd, at Icast in somc circlcs, than cngineering

a levcragcd buyout o~ building a big-
ger ballistic missile. But surcly such
hard-carncd nostalgia can bc put to

SENIOR.~ ARE AL~.O THE MOST morc practical uscs. For onc thing, it
CONSCIENTIOUS VOTERS: WIN- ' can rcclaim thc political daring of that

unusual tim~ whcn evcry valuc and
NING THEIR AI.LEGIANCE WILL BE institution in the Western world came

TlfE GREAT EI.ECTORAI. PRIZE OF under critical cxamination.

TIlE CO~1ING CENTURY. IN TI IEIR Ift~ley scan:h through thcir ethical
CONCERN FOR EN11Tl.EMENTS. TlfEY rclX"rto;rc, aging boome($ will easily

find a .",calth of countci'cultUral alter-
ARE TI IE EVER-IIEAVIER ANCHOR OF l\ativC! to draw upon in shaping the

T I- I E W E L FA R E lol\gevity rcvolu~ib'n. They grcw up
.with the sort of utopian longings that

social critics like Paul Goodman took
to be the beginning of signifiC2flt polit-
ical change. The first timc around,
those who drcamed up alternativcs to
thc statUs quo may have been imma-'
t\lrc; thcy nccdc:d thc bencfit of ripcn-

ing. Anll that is what thcy havc gainc:d in passing from thc '60s to
thc '905. They arc: now thc oldcr ~eneration, no longer to be dis-
misscd as sp<)iled childrcn. Retircmc,lt gives thcm the ti~nd cnti-
tl,.,l\len(5 all,,' ',,"' t!1\: ')pr('- :t"J- ., ~rurn .o tf1- ~(\ral pauion
,!'at Ilncc n .hcn\ d~ ~. gcncratiol\,

l1lese days the cart(K)n stercot::pc of tl1C iJldcr Amcrican is that
(if a cadavc:nllls parasite sh\lming across thc putting grcen. That
imagc is tar from accurate for our cxisting cIders; who arc expand-
ing the ~conomy's Voll11ltecr scctor, rctUrning to school in growing
n\lmbc:($ and bc:coming ev~r morc politically engaged. It will be
cven less suitable for futUre gcnerations. As evcry rctircment advi-
sor kl\OWS, in thcir later ycars pcoplc grow scrious about the mean-
ing of lifc and scck to devote themsclvc:s to matters of lasting
significance. The ncxt gc:neration of scnio($ may discover such mean-

ing in the work thcy left unfinished so many years ago.
The poct Wordsworth, coming of age in the timc of the French

Revolution, wrote of the yO\lth who lived through ti)at tUrbulent era:
uRliss was it in that dawl\ to be alivcfAnd to be young was very heav-
cn!" It wullIJ hc n:n\;1rkahlc, inllccd, if the truc dcstiny of radical dis-
.~ellt ill our timc lics IJ()t in thc dawl\ oftl\is peculiar genc:ration, but
in its twilight yc:ars still waiting to be rcalizcd, .

CONSERVATIVE GRANNY-BASHING WILL GROW EVEN
more sclf-dcfcating as more Amcricans comc tr) f(.-ar tIle 1<1s.~ ofd(."Ccl1r
mcdical care 3Jld a sccure n:tiremcl1t. 111
dtat n:spcct, "scnior" may soon includc

pcopl(: wcll below rl1c official retirt:mcnr

agc. In tltC ncw Amcrican wurkplac~ high-

cr-salaricd cmployccs arc alrcady bcing

squcc:ttd out of dt(:ir jobs and dt(:ir ben(:-
fits in thcir latc forrics. Those w!to find

thoTlsclvcs th(: victims of such bla'ant agc
discrimination a~ hardly goin@ to cast

dtcir lot with critics who, likc r':tcrson,
find "mritlcmcnts" to be "an awn' wo"'!."
At some poirlt, oldcr Amcrical1S willl~il1
to St:C rhcmSt:lvcs f1()r as a vcstcd intcrcsr,
bur as th(: insurgcnt IcaJers uf a ncw

postindustrial cconomy that radically redc-
fincs our cconomic prioritics.

Oncc, it was thc task of trad~ unions
ro sce rhat the wealth of thc natiol1 was
sp~ad cquitably. In the ycars ahc:ad, wc
may have to I()()k to grandpart::lt \1(lwcr
as thc: only force strong and compassilIlliltC CI1('\lgh t(1 disciplillC rhc
rapacity of corporate Amcrica al\d tIle ravagcs of gl<,balizatiol1. If such
-.lnsurgc:ncy ~C:-, -li~~ " ' .t(, !-1,- ,". t""\r fr"n el,I-" wc: shl)\lld \x:ar

11 mil1d that the b<~)~~.. "rc a 8CilClilti(lil r, .,1,; ;,r,";ly... .:xi\C:cI..
a lot of itsc:lf. Furore senIors C:tl11lut I:k jll..lg.:..~ t.., ~,.,. -11t s...,i(lr!;.
whc:n baby boomc:rs join the sc:nil>r catcgory, wc can expect rarhcr
diffc~nt political bchavior.

Amcrica's nc:xt older gencration will be thc best cducatcd, ITlOst

widc:ly traveled, most professionally trail1C<.l, must p<)litically savvy
and most C\llturally crcative generatilln this cmmrry has cvcr pm-
duced. And they havc: a ~markablc hcritagc. -nley have stakcl! out
a place in thc history books as n:bcls who cventllally rallied tu many
noblc causcs: civil rights, nuclcar disarmament, sexual freedom, con-

sumer advocacy, cnvimnmental sanity and womcn'5, gay anli ethnic

liberation. Not sinc(: rhe days of Rl>bcrt LaFullctte and Teddy R()()-
sevelt has any gcncration leveled such blistC:ring criticism at the
Amc:rican power strUctu~ or raiscd 5llCh challenging qllestil)ns about
tl,c cthical \Ise of wealrh and pt)wcr. Y()lIth is one time to ass\lmc such
high mural airs; ()Id .'gc i!; i111()tl,cr.

It is tnlc tllat thc dissel1til1g yuuth uf rl1c '60s gn:w il1tr) a rt:sp<)I1-
sible adulthood thar rook irs t<>1I UI1 thcir idealism. -n1C Rig Chill suc-
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