
In addition to the enlisted men, the corps consisted of the caprains-and

Clark's slave, York. York was big, very dark, strong, agile, a natural athlete.

About Clark's age or a bi[ younger. he had been Clark's lifelong companion.

[} ll~ bequeathed to him by his father, whose companion had in rum been York's

'l-. father-
Lewis's rela[ions wi(h Clark w~r~ I:xL~llenl , ,,:i alway~, Ht: borr,Jwt:"' m(m~y from

'1>. ~ )1 Clark regularly. On (mt: (Iccasi(ln IiI: recorl.l.:J in hl~ CI;;~~)un[ h,ll)k, .'&)rrowed

of Genl. Clrk Ihl~ ~ll1n 1$11 at " Lar\1 polrty in Iny ro()m. l)n anoJht:r I)CCaSI(m

he borrow~d $6, whi(h he 111~n h,al1cl.l (,1 hi~ bruth~r, I{cuh~n. (,111 Oclobt:r 7 ,

it was $50 for an un~[ar~d pllrpo~~. On Ocroher lM, Clark 10UII~~ him $49.50

fot [Wo barrels of whi~key.11

In Augus[, when ,)r.e ofClurk':. .lav~s ran away. L~wis gave Y~1rk $4 for his

expenses as h~ ~~"rLII~1.1 li)r Ihl: Inall. That illilicul~. il hi~h l~v~1 "f tru~[ in

York, bu[ n~vl:rth~I~.~ (,:iolrk wa:i IIP~.:t wilh Y(lrk.

York W.I~ J~m..nJip~ Ili~ Ir~~l.h)m ;I~ hi~ reward for hi~ ~er~lc~~ on [he

expedi[ion. His wife hel,mge,1 I() ~,Im~,me el~t: and livel.l in Llui~ville, Ken-

t\Jcky. Wht:n C:I.lrk r~fu~~J tl) fr~~ him, Y 'Irk a£k~,1 I,) h~ oIlh)w~d [0 go (0

Louisville. Clark al:r~t:d 10 ~en,1 him (her~, hul ,mly filr a vi~it. In a N,wember

9, 1808, le(ter to his hr()cller JOIlathan, Clark explaincJ tha[ he w(nll..1 "senl.l

York and premi[ him [0 St;ty ;t ficw weeks \\'ith his wife, he wishes to Stay [here

altogether and hire himself lil fairly comm()n practice; York was prop()sin~ [0

hire himself UU[ and send the money his labor earned [0 Clarkl which I have

refused. he prefers hein~ Sold to returnlin~1 here, IbutJ he is Serviceable [0 me

at [his place, and I am Jetermined no[ to Sell him, to gratify h&m. and have

derected him ti) return ..to thi~ pl;tce, this f;lll. If any ;ltremn[ i~ m;tde by

York [0 run off, or r('fu~ t(1 pr(Ji)nn his 1.!llty as a Slave, I wish him Sent [0

New Orlean~ and .~IIIt!, or hireJ inlt to Some Sevare Mas[er unlill he thinks

hctter Ilf Sllch <.;(inJllcr. I till I\(\t wi~h hill\ I() km)\y my Jett'rmlin:lti()11 if he

c(mJuct~ him:;elfwell."

York clm[il1ueJ t(1 ;ll!IIC thill he sh()(liJ l,e ser free. CI;lrk 1:l111ellre..t rl) his

bro[her, "I did wi~h t() ti,' well hy him IYI\rkl. hut a5 he hfl~ ~(It Such a ni)lion

about freed<lm anti hi:; elrence Seryice~ Ion the expeJitionl, that I J..) ni)t I: ';pl:C[
he will be of much Service [0 me ilgain. "

Clark fre[tel.i over the :;i[llation. He di:;(ussed j[ with Lewis. Im a la[e-1808

letter to his hrother, Clark wrote, "I do not cear for Yarks being in [his Colln[ry.

I have got a little di~pleased with him anJ intended to have punisl1ed him bu[

Govr. Lewis ha~lnsi:;teJ on my (mly hireing him out in Kentucky which perhaps

will be hest." Clark horeJ that Y()rk WI)llld learn a lesson frnltl "a Sl:vere

Mas[er" anJ [hus .'give ()Ver that wife I)f hi:;" to re[urn to S[. Louis.

York was ni)t the I)r.ly 51ave call~ing Clark problems. He wr(1[e Jonathan

that he was (>ften "much .;exeJ & perplexeJ with my few negraws," :;0 milch S<I

tha[ he haJ heen forced [0 chastise [hem ilnd was considering seiling all bu[

foUf. (lot (mly to relieve the ffu~':rati()n ..1( \Ieilli~g \'i:t~; !her;l hu[ .'1 oht;lin h~'lly

I~.~OO mC>fl,'i. ~'Iill ti\. \V;I~ !'r'/llhlf:..t h'i hi~ .~'fttatil)" Ii .t'

wish 1 wa:; near emlul(h \1) <.;()ui\cil with VIlli a little 011 thi:; Suhject will you

write a new line.~ ah(1Ilt thi~ inclinati(m (If mine [0 [urn negrows il11t() g(\(IlIs &
h "

cas .

In May 1809, York retllmed to St. Louis. "York brought my hbrse," Clark

wrote, .'he is here hut l\f very little Service t() me, insolent and sl.1kly, I ~;lve

him a Severe trolmcing the other Day and he has much mended."'.

No comment;lry is ncces~;)ry. MIlch of the evilllf slavery is el11capsuled in

this little story-nt>t lea~t Jefferson's realism ;)bout the effect uf slavery on the

morals and m:lnner~ of the ~laveh()lder. York had helped pule Clark's keelh()at,

paddled his cantle, hlll1rcJ f"r his Inl'at, made his firl', had shown he was

prepared to sacrifice hi~ life to save Clark's. cro~.,ed the continent and retumed

with his childhrnx.l companion, (mly to he he;)ten because he was insolent and

sulky anti JenieJ ntlt Imly his frecl!t111\ hul hi~ wife ~nd, we mry Suppllse.

children. I

-:-but ~ iJ highly un-

!ree-d()m. Lewis c(I~ld n:) more

]-()r.

likely that -

esc(lpl" the ;I((i(IIJe to\v:lrJ

:~~i\r. thml Je((cr..tll'1 (OIIIJ (Jef(l.r~(,,1 :1ISI1 sllll! sl:1ve~ ;\I'l~



Lewis.s relarions wilh l:l.lrk \\.l:rl: I:X(I:IIt:I,\t. ,1" alw..y,. lll: hl)lrlJWl:J m()n~y frum

)tt51 Clark regularly. On l)l'\C: l)c(a,il)1'\ 1)1: re~l)r,It:J in 1)1' a.:c()\m( hl)l)k. ..&)rrl)wt:d
, ofGenl. Clrk rhi~ ~1I111 1$11 ilt ...:arJ parry i/1 my rl\'ml... l)1'\ .ll'\orht:r l)cca~i,)

he borrow~d $0, whil:h he rllt:11 1,).ll1t:,1 (l) hl~ brl)tl)r:r. 1{l:llhl:I\. l )II Ocrllb~r ,

it was $50 for an uns(a[~d pllrPl)~~. On Ocr()h~r 2tl. Clark Il'(jI'\~J him $4 .50

(~ two barrels ()f whi~k~y .II

\ In August. wh~n l)ne ofCI.lrk.3 $Iaves r(jn (jw:Jy, L~wi~ gavl: Y()rk $ for his
, as hl: ~c:..rcIII:J li)r rill: 111..11. Th..1 i1'\llical1:3 ..hi~11 ll:v~1 I trust in

Clark wa:; "r3l:t wilh Yl)rk.

was d~mi!I'\Jing I)i~ Ir~t:,i,)m as his rewi!rd for l)i3 sl:r il:~3 on [ht:

His wife h~llmgeJ t\) smll~l'n~ elst: anJ liv~,1 In u lisvllle, Ken-

CI(jrk rt:fus~J Il) ir~.: hilll. YI)rk asked [l' hl: i 1\) gu ro

r() ~en,l him tl)l:rl:. hll( ,mly fl)r a In a NlIvember

t(l his brother Jonath;ln. (;1:lrk exrlaincJ ht' wi)lIlJ .'~l.nd

;j fiew weeks \...ith hi~ wife Sray there

him~el( r;) f;jirly C()mrl1(m pracrice; was pror()~inJ! tl)

senJ the money hi~ lahor ClarkJ which I h~ve

.rby(j he is Serciceable r() me

nor t() Sell. I() J!ratify him, ;md h" /.:

tl, Ihi,~ p::lce. Ihl~ if an't ;jttemrt is'm;jde ~y

r(1 rr()()rm hi~ JlIty ;j Slave, I wi~11 him Scnt t()

hirell ()l1t t() Som~Sevare Masrer ur:till he rhinks

JI()1 wi~l, knl)W my llerl'rl!li/1,ltil)1'\ if hl'

t\lCky.
Louisville.

9, 1808,

York

altogether and .

hire himself out

refused.

~II I

.:,-;c:cl~..I..lm .,1
York to run off, or

New Orleans ~nd Sllld,

hetter of Such C(iIIJIlCt

conducts himself well"

York c(mtinueJ tll I,e ~et free. CI;lrk (;1mellteJ t(, hi~

hrother. III did wi~h him hut ;1S he h~l~ ~or Such ;I nI'thlll

about freedom anll his emence se ~ ce~ l)11 the expedith)n/, that J Jo nI't expect

he will be of much Service tI) me ~ i .'.

Clark fretteli over the sitllath)11 He discus~ed it with Lewis, In a late-IBO8

letter to his hrother. CI~rk wrote, J this COlIntry .

I have got a little disple~sed intended to have pun;;hed him but

Govr, in Kentllcky ",hich perhaps

will be best," Clark hoped t , t York learn ;I lesson frlm 'I~ Severe

Master" and thus "give over t at to St. Loui-;.

York was ruJt the only lave prohlems. He wrote )Imathan

that he was often "much v ed & ne~ruws... SI) mIlch so

that he had been forced o chastise them :\nd considering selling all hut

four. not Imly to relieve e frllstr;1tilm them hut to o[.,t(lin hadly

needeJ mllney, Still, Il' W;I~ tr(I,lhl~J hy hi.~ to sell his slaves. "1

wish I was near en(lli h It) <.:(Iuncil with y(IlI (I thi~ SlIhject will yuu

write a fiew rllis inclinfltion l,f mine ne~rI)ws int(1 goods &

cash.'.

In May 180~

\vrote, .che is

my horse, " Clark

and sukly, I gave
.

this

lork returned to St. Louis. "York

hut of very little Service to me.
, other D;\y

is ncces.~ary. Milch of the evil (If enc;\psllled in

rult least Jefferson's realism ahout the effect: on the

the sl;\veholder. York had helped pule CI~ ~ S keelbo;\t.
paddled IS c;\noe, huntcJ f{)r his me;\t, mHde his fire. h;\d ,~h(~ n he was

prepa ~e to s;\crific~ hi.~ life [() sHve Clark's, cr(lssed the continent ilnd turned

with h'. childho(Jd C<lmpanion, (mly to he beHten bec;\use he was insole t and

sulky and d~nied n<lt Ilnly his (reeJ(lt" hut his w' , , ,

That Lewis's attit\lde was s{1Inewh;\t softer is obvious, but it is highly un-

likely thilt he ever t(lld Clilrk tl) grant York his freedom, Lewis could n<1 more

esc;\pe the lord-and-master ;lttitude towarJ hlack slaves than CI;\rk c{)uld-or,

c(lme to that, than Je((erslln cO\lld (Jef(crson ,,(so s\Jld slrtves ilnJ scpar"ted

lamilies). No wonder j.:ftt:r:)un cuuld writ.:, .01 tremble tor my country when I m't1rus.: 5lepher. E
reflect that God is just. " j\ l.ndaunlfd rouTagr ,...Imwcl""' UUl\~,

Thama.. )eff~s<m. and Ir." ol'eNng of tIlt
."'mcrlcan \I;',S[ Slfp~ E, Ambruu
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